
Buckingham Primary School and Nursery Early Years Progression 

Progression in drawing 

Strengthen upper body- crawl, 
climb, wheelbarrow, race, wash 
windows, fly kites, Simon says, 
action songs. 
 

Messy play - strengthen arms with 
both hands moving and squeezing. 
 
 

Scribbles made with lines, then lines 
and enclosed spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finger isolation activities- finger 
painting, finger action songs 
Pincer grip activities- peg boards, 
geoboards, threading. 
 
 
 
 

Marks including pre-writing shapes- 
dots, vertical lines, horizontal lines 
and circles. 
 

Oversimplified representation of a 
person. 
 

Simple representation of a person 
with a head, body, arms, and legs 
showing a range of emotions eg 
happy/ sad. 
 
 
 

Begin to look closely at objects, 
animals and people and add key 
features to their drawing. 
 

Marks including more complex pre-
writing shapes- crosses, zig-zags, 
rectangles, squares and triangles. 
 
 
 
 
 

Simple pictures of familiar objects 
using shapes beginning to choose 
colours for the purpose. 
 
 
 

More detailed representation of a 
person. 
 

Selects colours for a purpose and 
use appropriate patterns when 
creating observational drawings of 
simple objects, animals and people. 
 

More complex representations of 
multiple objects. Colours chosen for 
the purpose. 
 

Create detailed observational 
drawings with accurate shapes, 
colours and patterns. 
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Progression in printing 

Explore the marks they can make 
with their hands and fingers when 
pressing and holding them still. 
Name colours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore making marks with objects. 
Talk about what happens when 
objects are pressed, moved up and 
down, side to side, and twirled. Talk 
about what the marks look like, 
Name ready mix paint colours. 

 

Choose printing materials to make 
simple patterns. 
 

Uses printing materials to copy 
pictures. Chooses appropriate 
shapes and begins to choose colours 
for purpose. Uses simple forms. 
Begins to reflect on their ideas and 
talk about ways to improve. 
 
 
 
 

Chooses resources to create 
repeating patterns. Check work with 
support and amend. Begin to 
explain their ideas to others. 
 

Use real objects as a stimulus for 
their artwork. Select appropriate 
shapes to print with. Think about 
the form on the page. Check work 
with support and amend any 
mistakes. 
 

Chooses tools and resources to 
create patterns. Talks about their 
ideas, reflecting and improving their 
work with support. Checks their 
work and amends mistakes. 
 

Use their own ideas in printing. 
Choose appropriate patterns or 
shapes for the task. Talks about 
their ideas, reflecting on and 
improving their work with support. 
Checks their work and amend any 
mistakes. 
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Progression in Small World Play 

Participate in imaginative play 

 

Make sounds as they participate in 
imaginary play. 

 

Using Talk for Writing to join in 
retelling a story, adding missing 
words. 

 

Talk about what they are doing, 
describe their actions and share 
their ideas in pretend play. 

 

Use Talk for Writing to retell simple 
familiar traditional stories 

 

Talk about what they are doing 
describe their actions and share 
their ides in pretend play. Use their 
imagination to begin to make 
characters talk. 

 

Create simple stories with 
characters, settings. 
 

Use Talk for Writing to retell more 
complex stories. 
 

Create a story with characters, 
setting, problems and solutions 
Begin to use story language. 

 

Use familiar story knowledge to 
retell complex stories. 

 

Create a detailed story. Use story 
language and descriptive language. 
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Progression in Malleable Materials 

Squash- squeeze in fist Stretch- hold 
in both hands and pull 
Pull-ups- pinch fingers and thumb 
upwards 
Raise a cone- pinch to a point. 

 
 
 

Make models by pushing objects 
into the dough 
Make patterns with everyday 
objects, wheel cutters, hammers 
and stamps. 
 

Roll the dough into cylinder shapes 
Use knives to cut 
Begin to use scissors with two hands 
Roll into various-sized balls. 
 

 

Begin to use imagination to create 
simple 3D models. 
 

Make simple 3D models by joining 
playdough balls and adding 
purposeful materials eg eyes. 

 

Roll dough using various types of 
rolling pins. 
Use scissors to cut, holding them 
with their finger and thumb. 

 
 

 

Make 2D shapes using cutters, 
adding various materials 
Make other shapes using cutters 
and add purposeful materials eg 
eyes. 

 

Muscles fingers- dough on palm, 
push with each finger 
Make it through- push a hole in 
dough between the thumb and each 
finger 
Stretch the loop-  
place a loop of  
dough around  
four fingers,  
stretch fingers. 

Explore mark-making with more 
refined tools and shapes 
Begin to make patterns including 
repeating patterns by pressing 
objects into the dough. 
 

Make play dough and salt dough 2D 
shapes using cutters. Make patterns 
by pressing objects into the dough. 
Choose appropriate colours to paint 
after baking if using salt dough. 
 

Make 2D objects with dough using 
various shapes. 
Add purposeful materials 
Press tools and objects to create 
texture and pattern for the dough. 
 
 
 

Make 3D models using dough 
Pinch to refine shapes 
Press tools and objects to create 
texture and pattern 
Add purposeful materials and create 
their own eg card spikes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Buckingham Primary School and Nursery Early Years Progression 

 

Progression in Role Play 

Participate in dramatic role play 
 
 

 

Make sounds as they participate in 
dramatic role play 
Dress up in any costume 
 

 

Use story knowledge to pretend to 
be a character and join in retelling a 
focus story, adding in missing words 
from repetitive phrases characters 
would say 
Select masks/ costumes for a 
purpose 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Talk about what they are doing and 
share ideas in domestic roleplay. 
Select masks/ costumes for a 
purpose. 
Begin to use character language 
while pretending to be a character 
 

Retell a simple familiar story. Begin 
to build the setting. 
Select masks/ costumes for a 
purpose. 
Use character language while 
pretending to be a character 
 

Talk about what they are doing, 
describe their actions and share 
ideas in imaginary role-play. 
Select costumes for a purpose. 
Use props provided 
Use furniture to create their own 
setting 
Use their imagination to begin to 
talk while pretending to be a 
character 
 

Create simple stories with 
characters and a setting 
Use resources to create their own 
setting and begin to create props 
Select costumes for purpose 
Pretend to be a character in the 
story 

 

Create a detailed story with 
characters, setting, problem and 
solution. Create the setting and 
props and choose their costume. 
Pretend to be a character in the 
story.  
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Progression in Painting 

Make choices about the size and 
shape of the paper 
Use paint brushes to make marks 
with ready mixed paint 
Use a fist grip with both hands then 
move to use one hand 
Make marks with the  
brush. Name colours. 
 

Move the brush in different ways 
Press, move up and down side to 
side and twirl around. 
Describe the marks they make 
Name the colours. 
 
 
 

Make marks with various sizes of 
paintbrushes, sponges, rubber-
tipped tools in ready mixed paint, 
powder paint and paint blocks. Talk 
about the marks made. Begin to 
hold smaller brushes in their fingers 
and thumb. 
 

Make choices about the types of 
marks they want to create eg dot, 
line, circle and which tool to use. 

 
 
 
 

Think of their own ideas and make 
marks for purpose eg circle for the 
head, dots for eyes. Create simple 
representations of objects animals 
and people. 
 

Use various types of paint on 
various textures eg tin foil, salt 
dough, and clay. Find the best types 
of paint for the task. Mix materials 
with paint eg sand/ glitter. Talk 
about their findings. 
 

Begin to add more detail to their 
painting selecting the correct tools 
for the purpose. Begin to mix 
colours for purpose. Talk about their 
work and begin to think of ways to 
improve. 
 
 
 
 

Experiment with painting 
techniques for a purpose eg select 
appropriately sized brushes, colour 
mixing, printing, and patterns. 
Explain their ideas and reflect on 
ways to improve. 
 

Create detailed observational 
paintings of objects, people and 
animals. Experiment with paint 
techniques for a purpose eg selects 
appropriately sized brushes, colour 
mixing, printing, and patterns. 
Explain their ideas and reflect on 
ways to improve. 
 
 
 
 

Thinks of own ideas for their 
artwork. Selects appropriate tools 
and techniques for a purpose eg 
selects appropriately sized brushes, 
colour mixing, printing, and 
patterns.  
 

Thinks carefully about details to 
enhance their artwork. Talks about 
their work and begins to think of 
ways to improve independently. 
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Progression in Sand and Water Area  

Skills- Sand. See progression information below.  
Knowledge –Sand. Knowledge of new techniques and vocabulary such as, dig, scoop, flatten, mould, sculpt, manipulate, fill, tip, manipulate, empty, fill, 

deep, shallow. 
Skills- Water. See progression information below.  

Knowledge- water. Knowledge of new techniques and vocabulary such as funnel, guttering, pouring, empty, full, nearly full, nearly empty, absorption, 
waterproof etc.  

Knowledge of floating and sinking and the properties of different materials and how they behave in water. 

Sand Nursery  
- Listen and respond to instructions. 
- Use hands to dig in the sand and 
fill a bucket. 
 - Be beginning to use a large 
spade/shovel. 
 - Use hands to mould the sand and 
bury things. 
 - Be beginning to talk about their 
creations/intentions. 

Sand Autumn 
 - Learn the rules of the area. 
 - Pour sand using hands and large 
jugs. 
 - Use a one- handed tool, large 
shovel etc to fill a bucket or 
container. 
 - Dig with hands, shovels, buckets. - 
Model using hands and simple tools. 
- Bury objects using hands, large 
shovels. 
 - Move their hands and fingers 
without having to use their 
shoulders. 
 - Be beginning to comment on what 
they have made and how they have 
made it. 

Sand Spring  
- Know and follow the rules 
independently.  
- Pour sand using spades and 
shovels.  
- Select an appropriate size of spade 
or shovel to fill their bucket or 
container. E.g. Small bucket, small 
spade. 
 - Dig with spades and large spoons. 
- Model with shaped containers, 
make a sand castle. 
 - Bury objects using spades, large 
spoons etc. 
- Tip sand off a spoon by moving 
and rotating just their wrist. - 
Comment on what they have made 
and explain how 

Sand Summer  
- Explain the reasons for the rules. - 
Pour sand using a funnel or tubing. - 
Be skilled in using a range of one- 
handed tools such as a rake, shovel, 
scoop etc. 
 - Use small scoops and teaspoons 
to fill pots and moulds, carefully and 
with good hand and eye 
coordination 
. - Dig using teaspoons, measuring 
spoons and forks. 
 - Use small resources such as lolly 
sticks, twigs, matchsticks etc to add 
definition and design to the things 
they are creating in the sand. 
 - Bury objects using teaspoons and 
small utensils. 
 - Explain to others the methods and 
processes they have used 
 - Share their skills with others. 
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Water Nursery  
- Listen and respond to instructions. 
- Be beginning to pour from large 
jugs. 
 - Fill and empty a large container 
(may not be accurate.) 
 - Explore floating and sinking using 
boats and stones. 

Water Autumn 
 - Learn the rules of the area. - Pour 
from large jugs with some accuracy. 
- Fill and empty a large bucket or 
container. 
 - Be beginning to transfer water 
using a large container and use 
guttering. 
 - Be beginning to understand the 
concept of floating and sinking. 
Using small world animals, boats, 
stones etc. 
 - Use sponges. 

Water Spring 
 - Know and follow the rules 
independently. 
 - Pour from a teapot or watering 
can. 
 - Fill and empty cups and various 
sizes of container. 
 - Be beginning to measure capacity 
and use tubing, bottles and 
guttering to transfer water. - 
Experiment with floating and sinking 
using a variety of resources and 
materials and can comment on their 
findings. - Be beginning to have an 
awareness of how materials behave 
in water. 

Water Summer  
- Explain the reasons for the rules. 
 - Pours accurately from a cup, glass 
or bottle 
- Uses a funnel correctly. 
 - Fill and empty bottles of various 
sizes.  
- Measure capacity and manage 
bottles with different lids.  
- Use tubing, guttering and small 
utensils (spoons) effectively to 
transfer water and can adapt their 
techniques appropriately. 
 - Experiment, explain and comment 
on floating and sinking using natural 
materials and resources, 
considering the properties of the 
materials used. E.g. the absorption/ 
waterproof factors. 
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Progression in Outside/ Forest Area 

Skills: See progression document below.  
Knowledge: How to use large and small scale equipment. Identify and name a variety of plants and trees, common animals, hibernating animals, insects, 
parts of a flower and what plants need to grow. Knowledge of new tools and techniques. Have a knowledge of seasonal changes and a wide range of 
vocabulary, non -fiction texts and books. Knowledge of why exercise is important for our bodies. Knowledge of safety procedures. 

Nursery  
- Listen and respond to instructions. 
- Enjoy starting to throw, kick and 
catch a ball. 
 - Move in a variety of ways, 
running, stamping, crawling, 
climbing walking etc. 
 - Spin, roll and use ropes, and use a 
tyre swing. 
Use feet to scoot a tricycle.  
- Explore natural materials using all 
their senses.  
- Create natural art with support. 
 - Show an awareness of care for the 
environment and living things. 
- Be developing their vocabulary. 
 - Manage washing hands with 
support/ prompting 
 - Manage coat and fastenings with 
support. 
 - Climb and squeeze themselves 
into different types of space. 
 - Build with a range of resources. 
 - Count in everyday contexts. 
 - Compare amounts using the 
language same, more, lots. 

Autumn  
- Learn the rules of the area. 
 - Be developing balance and can 
stand on one foot for a couple of 
seconds, can walk along a low, wide 
balance beam.  
- Jump off a low object with both 
feet off the ground and jump over a 
small stationery object. 
- Throw a ball underhand. 
- Begin to throw a ball overhand. 
 - To scoot and ride scooters and 
trikes.  
- Use large muscle movements to 
wave flags, scarves etc. 
 - Go up steps and stairs, climb on 
apparatus using alternate feet. 
 - Be developing physical skills to 
match tasks, such as deciding 
whether to crawl, walk or run across 
a plank, depending on its length, 
width. 
 - Choose the correct resources to 
carry out ideas for example 
choosing a spade to enlarge a small 
hole. 

Spring  
- Know and follow the rules. 
 - Hold a controlled, static balance 
on one leg and walk along a low, 
narrow balance beam.  
- Jump forward, taking off and 
landing on 2 feet, hop on one foot 
3-5 times.  
- Developing confidence to throw a 
ball forwards in the air using an 
appropriate technique such as 
moving arms up and back, using 
upper trunk rotation, with arms and 
legs moving in opposition. 
 - Balance and manoeuvre a trike, 
scooter around corners.  
- Develop overall body strength, 
balance, coordination and agility. 
 - Use a large range of large and 
small apparatus, alone and in a 
group.  
- Explore the natural world around 
them and describe what they see, 
hear and feel outside.  
- Have developed a wide 
vocabulary.  

Summer 
 - Explain the reasons for the rules.  
- Balance on an unstable surface 
with increasing control. 
 - Jump and turn in the air, able to 
hop on alternate feet up to 10 
times. 
 - Has confidence to throw with 
some accuracy, can throw a tennis 
ball and hit a large target using 
underhand toss. 
 - Pedal and maintain balance on a 
trike/scooter/bike while 
manoeuvring around obstacles, 
negotiating space with 
consideration for themselves and 
others.  
- Demonstrate strength, balance 
and coordination with confidence. 
 - Use a range of large and small 
apparatus safely and shares skills 
with others.  
- Revise and refine the fundamental 
skills they have acquired. 
 - Explore the natural world around 
them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and 
plants. 
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 - Compare sizes, weights etc. using 
the language bigger/little/ smaller, 
high/low, tall, heavy.  
- Notice patterns and arrange things 
in patterns. 
 - Explore tools and techniques. 
 - Be beginning to show 
independence and try things on 
their own. 

-  Be beginning to collaborate with 
others to manage large items such 
as moving a long plank safely. 
 - Use all their senses in hands on 
exploration of natural materials. 
 - Explore collections of materials 
with similar and/or different 
properties. 
 - Create natural art 
 - Talk about what they see and be 
beginning to develop a wide 
vocabulary. 
 - Plant seeds and care for growing 
plants. 
 - Be beginning to understand the 
key features of the life cycle of a 
plant and an animal. 
 - Be beginning to understand the 
need to respect and care for the 
natural environment and all living 
things.  
- Talk about the differences they 
notice between materials and 
changes they notice.  
- Be beginning to put on coat, zip it 
up with support. 
 - Be beginning to manage own 
needs, washing hands etc and have 
an awareness of the importance of 
regular physical activity. 
 - Subitise  
- Describe a familiar route and 
discuss routes and locations. 

- Understand and talk about the key 
features of the life cycle of a plant 
and an animal.  
- Show respect and care for the 
natural environment and all living 
things.  
- Draw information from a simple 
map. 
 - Recognise different environments. 
- Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world 
around them.  
- Create natural creations and can 
talk about it  
- Independently put on coat and zip 
it up.  
- Manage their own hygiene needs 
and can talk about the importance 
of regular physical activity. 
 - Subitise 
 - Develop spatial reasoning skills. 
 - Continue copy and create 
repeating patterns using natural 
materials.  
- Practise shelter building with 
support. 
 - Continue using tools and 
equipment safely.  
- Realise the importance of fire 
safety and have knowledge of fire 
drill expectations.  
- Developing self-confidence and a 
sense of responsibility. 

 - Know some similarities and 
differences between the natural 
world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their 
experiences. 
 - Understand some important 
processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, 
including the seasons and changing 
states of matter. 
 - Have developed a wide and varied 
vocabulary. 
 - Describe their environment, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps.  
- Create natural art, share their 
creations and explain the processes 
they have used. 
 - Independently manage own 
hygiene needs and can explain the 
reasons why.  
- Can discuss and explain the 
reasons for regular physical activity. 
- Subitise up to 5. 
 - Use natural materials/resources 
to explore and represent patterns 
within numbers up to 10, including 
evens and odds, double facts and 
how quantities can be distributed 
evenly.  
- Construct a simple tripod 
structure, may need some support. 
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 - Talk about and identify patterns 
around them. 
- Extend and create ABAB patterns 
using natural materials/resources. 
 - With support can build a basic 
outdoor shelter. 
 - Awareness of basic tools and how 
to use them safely 
 - Fire safety introduced, fire drills 
 - Be beginning to build self-
confidence. 

- Use tools and equipment 
independently.  
- Continue to develop fire safety and 
explain the reasons. 
 - Be confident in trying new 
activities and show independence, 
resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge . 

 

 

 


